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AGREEMENT RESPECTING EDUCATION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FIRST NATION 

SCHOOL BOARD IN YUKON 

(the "Agreement") 

This Agreement made at Whitehorse, Yukon 

BETWEEN: 

and 

Carcross/Tagish First Nation, as represented by Haa Shaa du Hen Lynda 

Dickson; 

Champagne and Aishihik First Nations, as represented by Chief Steve Smith; 

First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak 9un, as represented by Chief Simon Mervyn; 

Selkirk First Nation, as represented by Chief Darrin Isaac; 

Liard First Nation, as represented by Chief Stephen Charlie; 

.Ross River Dena Council, as represented by Chief Jack Caesar; 

Ta'an Kwach'an· Council, as represented by Chief Kristina Kane; 

Tr'ondek Hwech'in, as represent by Chief Roberta Joseph ; 

Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, as represented by Chief Dana Tizya-Tramm; 

White River First Nation, as r�presented by Chief Angela Demit. 

(collectively referred to as the ''First Nations") 

AND 

·wHEREAS:

Government of Yukon, as represented by the Minister of Education ("GY") 

(collectively referred to as the ··parties .. ) 

A. The Chiefs' Committee on Education was established by Council of Yukon First Nation

Leadership Resolution No. 1096-18 to address priorities relating to primary and

secondary education;

8. The Parties seek to address long-standing concerns about unacceptable education

outcomes for First Nation students and, in particular, to meet the unique needs of First

Nation students, improve their education outcomes, and provide high quality and

culturally appropriate education systems for them based on an Indigenous world view;

C. The Auditor General of Canada issued a report in 2019 to the Yukon Legislative

Assembly that, among other issues, found that the GY had not identified the underlying

causes of long-standing gaps in student outcomes between First Nations and other

Yukon citizens and the GY d.id not do enough to create a partnership with Yukon First
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Nations that would allow it to develop and deliver education programs that reflect Yukon 

First Nations culture and languages and these findings were consistent with the Auditor 

General of Canada's earlier, Public Schools and Advanced Education - Yukon 

Department of Education (January 2009); 

D. The Parties seek to develop a relationship of partnership and collaboration, based on

their government-to-government relationships, respecting education in the Yukon and, in

particular, the education of First Nation students;

E. The Parties recognize that one of the priorities established in the Yukon First Nation Joint

Education Action Plan 2014-2024: A Blueprint to Strengthen Our Roots and to Close the

Education Gap, to which they are all signatories, is to provide Yukon First Nations with

opportunities to assume various levels of authority, control, and responsibility over the

education of First Nation students;

F. GY wishes to advance reconciliation with Yukon First Nations and their citizens through a

renewed, government-to-government relationship based on recognition of rights,

respect, cooperation and partnership as the foundation for transformative change;

G. GY recognizes self-governing Yukon First Nations' law-making authority under their self­

government agreements, including the power to enact laws in relation to the provision of

education programs and services for their citizens who choose to participate, and the

asserted right of Yukon First Nations that do not have self-government agreements to be

involved in the management and administration of education programs and services

relating to their citizens;

H. The Yukon First Nations Education Directorate was established in accordance with

Council of Yukon First Nations Leadership Resolution No. 1130-19 to support and

advocate for all Yukon First Nations students;

I. The CCOE has engaged GY in education-related discussions and, as a result, the Parties

wish to enter an agreement pursuant to section 7 of the Act, for the purpose of

establishing a First Nation school board in Yukon;

J. The Parties seek to estgblish a collaborative, inclusive relationship in respect of a First

Nation school board;

K. The Parties further seek to develop effective means of engaging First Nation

governments in decisions affecting the schools that serve their citizens, and in particular

those schools that are operated by the First Nation school board, including the

negotiation of agreements between the board and First Nations governments respecting

the provision and/or joint provision of educational and other ancillary services;

L. The Parties recognize that the establishment of a First Nation school board, that

operates in accordance with the values of the Yukon First Nations and in a manner

consistent with the Education Act, is an initial step for Yukon First Nation governments

and citizens to be involved in the administration and management of education

programs for First Nation students; and

· M. The Parties recognize the need to work with and obtain support from the Government of

Canada with respect to the education of First Nation students in the Yukon: 
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iii. place the student on a suspension that exceeds 10 school days and

that ends at the end of the semester or school year, whichever

occurs first, and

iv. inform the student and the parents of the student of the right of

appeal under the Act;

n. with the prior approval of the Minister, authorize the use of a textbook,

instructional materials, apparatus or equipment in addition to those

prescribed by the Minister for any course of study offered in a school

operated by the Board;

o. request that an education program or part of an education program offered

at a school operated by the Board be provided in an aboriginal language;

p. specify, for each school operated by the Board

i. the school opening date,

ii. the number and days of school operation,

iii. the length of the school day, and

iv. the number of minutes of classroom instruction in a school day;

q. offer patriotic exercises to students in schools operated by the Board;

r. establish policies for the administration, management and operation of the

schools operated by the Board, including a student attendance policy;

s. receive funds under the Act or agreed to under this Agreement, as approved

by the Minister;

t. maintain, repair, furnish and keep in good order the Board's real and

personal property;

u. provide suitable and necessary equipment and supplies for the schools it

operates, including locally approved instructional materials;

v. in consultation with the director, school administration and teachers,

establish a procedure for resolving disputes between its schools, parents

and teachers;

w. ensure that its schools are conducted in accordance with the Act;

x. evaluate in accordance with guidelines, standards and procedures

established by the Minister at least every five years each of the schools

operated by the Board and provide a copy of such evaluation to the Minister;

y. keep a complete and accurate report of the Board's meetings and provide a

copy to the Minister, within 30 days of each meeting;

z. make any banking arrangements necessary for the carrying out of its duties

and powers;

aa. keep a complete and accurate record of financial transactions in a form 

prescribed by the Minister; 

bb. approve or cause to be approved for payment all accounts payable by the 

Board; 

cc. borrow money in accordance with the Act;

dd. procure a corporate seal;

ee. if requested by the parents, establish a parent advisory group for every 

school it operates and make rules for the election and operation of the 

groups; 

ff. prepare reports, provide information and perform any duties required under 

the Act, its regulations and guidelines, or by the Minister; 
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Box 130 

Carcross, YT YOB 180 

Tel: 867 821 4251 Ext 8209 

Email: Lynda.dickson@ctfn.ca 

Champagne & Aishihik First Nations: 

Chief Steve Smith 

Haines Junction, YT YOB lLO 

Tel: 867 634 4200 Ext 239 

Email: ssmith@cafn.ca 

First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun: 

Chief Simon Mervyn 

Box 220 

Mayo, YT YOB 1MO 

Tel: 867 996 2265 Ext 208 

Email: chief@nndfn.com 

Selkirk First Nation: 

Chief Darrin Isaac 

Box40 

Pelly Crossing, YT YOB lPO 

Tel: 867 537 3902 Ext 101 

Email: chief@selkirk.com 

Liard First Nation: 

Chief Stephen Charlie 

Box 328 

Watson Lake, YT YOB lCO 

Tel : 867 536 7901 

Email : chief@liardfirstnation.ca 

Ross River Dena Council: 

Chief Jack Caesar 

Box 169 

Ross River, YT YOB 1S0 

Tel: 867 969 2277 

Email: chiefcaesar@gmail.com 

Ta'an Kwach'an Council: 

Chief Kristina Kane 

117 Industrial Road 

Whitehorse, YT YlA 2T8 
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