
For more information please contact the Water Science and Stewardship Branch,  
Government of Yukon at water.science@yukon.ca 
 
Learn more: Canada Wide Water Quality Index Overview | Yukon State of the Environment Reports  
 

 

 

WQI Categories: 
 

 

Water Quality Across the Yukon 
Yukon sites 
Across the Yukon there are 15 water quality sampling station as part 
of the Canada-Yukon Water Quality Monitoring Network. 8 of these 
sites have, or have had, Water Quality Index scores assigned to them.  

What is the WQI? 
The Water Quality Index (WQI) is used to provide an overall snapshot 
of water quality conditions at a monitoring site. Every three years, a 
WQI score is calculated for each site, resulting in a single value 
ranging from 0 (poor) to 100 (excellent). These scores are then 
categorized to help indicate the overall health of the aquatic 
environment (see WQI categories). Because natural water quality 
conditions and potential concerns vary among sites, different groups 
of parameters are monitored at each location. Common parameters 
include copper, pH, phosphorus, temperature, and zinc, while arsenic, 
lead, and nitrogen are measured at nearly all stations. 

 
 
 

  

 

WQI Scores Across the Yukon 

WQI Period 

Liard 
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Upper 
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Engineer 
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Kluane National 
Park 

 
R   

  
 

2002- 2004 100 N/A N/A N/A  N/A N/A N/A  
2003-2005 93.6 N/A N/A N/A  N/A N/A N/A  
2004- 2006 93.6 N/A N/A N/A  N/A N/A N/A  
2005-2007 87.2 100 100 64.4  66.8 N/A N/A  
2006-2008 93.6 N/A 100 64.3  66.4 N/A N/A  
2007-2009 93.6 N/A 100 64  67.4 N/A N/A  
2008-2010 87.2 N/A 93.6 70  74.2 N/A N/A  
2009-2011 85.5 N/A 93.6 69.5  74.2 N/A N/A  
2010-2012 80.6 N/A 93.6 70.1  74.2 N/A N/A  
2011-2013 80.6 N/A 93.6 70.4  74 N/A N/A  
2012-2014 80.5 N/A 93.6 70.6  73.8 N/A N/A  
2013-2015 80.6 N/A 93.6 70  73.7 N/A N/A  
2014-2016 80.6 N/A 100 63.8  73.7 N/A N/A  
2015-2017 80.5 N/A 100 63.7  86.6 N/A N/A  
2016-2018 80.6 N/A 93.6 63.5  80.1 N/A N/A  
2017-2019 80.6 N/A 93.6 64.1  80.4 72.9 87.3  
2018-2019 80.6 N/A 93.6 64.1  80.2 73.2 87.6  

2019 & 2021 74.1 N/A 100 70.8  80.4 73.5 93.4  
2021-2023 72.9 N/A 87.1 82.1  53.4 67.8 88.0  

 
 

 

 

Esri, USGS | Northwest Territories, State of Alaska, Esri, 
HERE, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, EPA, NRCan, Parks 

 
 Why is monitoring important? 
Clean water is an essential element for healthy aquatic 
ecosystems, but as humans continue to develop the 
surrounding landscape, the quality of water can become 
jeopardized. By monitoring surface water throughout 
Canada and the Yukon, we can assess the current and 
trending health of lakes, rivers and streams.  
 

WQI 
categories: 
 

• Liard River  
• Yukon River at Marsh Lake NCPC Dam 
• Yukon River Upstream of Takhini River 

• South McQuesten River  
• Klondike River  
• Ogilvie River  
• Alsek River  

• Porcupine River  
 

WQI scores across the Yukon 
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https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-indicators/water-quality-canadian-rivers.html#AnnexA
https://yukon.ca/en/science-and-natural-resources/research-and-monitoring/see-yukon-state-environment-reports
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