Water Quality Across the Yukon

« Liard River Yukon sites

Yukon River at Marsh Lake NCPC Dam Across the Yukon there are 15 water quality sampling station as part
Yukon River Upstream of Takhini River

& L of the Canada-Yukon Water Quality Monitoring Network. 8 of these

¢ South McQuesten River
Klondike River sites have, or have had, Water Quality Index scores assigned to them.
¢ Ogilvie River

x * Alsek River What is the WQI?

e Porcupine River

The Water Quality Index (WQI) is used to provide an overall snapshot
of water quality conditions at a monitoring site. Every three years, a
WQI score is calculated for each site, resulting in a single value

. ranging from O (poor) to 100 (excellent). These scores are then
categorized to help indicate the overall health of the aquatic
#on environment (see WQI categories). Because natural water quality
NG conditions and potential concerns vary among sites, different groups
of parameters are monitored at each location. Common parameters
include copper, pH, phosphorus, temperature, and zinc, while arsenic,
lead, and nitrogen are measured at nearly all stations.
a w I Aquatic life is not threatened or impaired.
" ) [ ] ® Q . I{Z;;ezlllgg)t Measurements never or very rarely exceed water quality
categories: guidelines.
Esri, USGS | Northwest Territories, State of Alaska, Esri,
HERE, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, EPA, NRCan, Parks Aquatic life is protected with only a minor degree of
: ) threat or impairment. Measurements rarely exceed
Why is monltorl ng |mp°rta nt? water quality guidelines and, usually, by a narrow margin
Clean water is an essential element for healthy aquatic - Aquatic life is protected, but at times may be threatened

or impaired. Measurements sometimes exceed water
quality guidelines and, possibly, by a wide margin.

. . . . Agquatic life frequently may be threatened or impaired.
Jeopardlzed. By monltormg surface water th rOUghOUt Measurements often exceed water quality guidelines by

Canada and the Yukon, we can assess the current and ~ ' aconsiderable margin.

trendmg health of lakes, rivers and streams. Aquatic life is threatened, impaired or even lost.
Measurements usually exceed water quality guidelines

by a considerable margin.
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!.lard Yukon River Yukon River South McQuesten Klondike River
River at

WQl Period at Marsh Lake Upstream of River Downstream Upstream of

Uppfer NCPC Dam Takhini River of Flat Creek Bonanza Creek
Crossing

Ogilvie River Alsek River above
above Bates River in
Engineer Kluane National

Creek Park

2002- 2004
2003-2005
2004- 2006
2005-2007
2006-2008
2007-2009
2008-2010
2009-2011
2010-2012
2011-2013
2012-2014
2013-2015
2014-2016
2015-2017
2016-2018
2017-2019
2018-2019
2019 & 2021
2021-2023
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For more information please contact the Water Science and Stewardship Branch, S }
Government of Yukon at water.science@yukon.ca
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Learn more: Canada Wide Water Quality Index Overview | Yukon State of the Environment Reports



mailto:water.science@yukon.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-indicators/water-quality-canadian-rivers.html#AnnexA
https://yukon.ca/en/science-and-natural-resources/research-and-monitoring/see-yukon-state-environment-reports
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