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COVID-19 Recovery Research Program – Program Objectives 
and Guiding Principles 

Objectives 
The objectives of the Yukon COVID-19 Research Recovery Program are to: 

1. Provide evidence that informs decision-making and planning, and contributes to the 
broader COVID-19 recovery efforts in Yukon; 

2. Ensure Indigenous knowledge, values and perspectives, Indigenous knowledge keepers 
and Indigenous researchers are reflected in the governance of this program and in the 
funded research projects; 

3. Strengthen understanding of COVID-19 impacts and recovery pathways for individuals, 
businesses, governments and communities in Yukon; 

4. Enhance the capacity of Yukon’s science community by providing opportunities for local 
researchers, emphasizing the role of Indigenous knowledge keepers and researchers, 
and attracting outside expertise to Yukon; and, 

5. Increase coordination, networking and partnerships between researchers and decision-
makers. 

Guiding Principles 
The following principles will guide the program, the submission review and funding decisions: 

1. We prioritize research that addresses COVID-19 recovery needs and questions of 
Yukon-based governments, organizations and communities, particularly where there is a 
clear contribution to decision making and planning needs. 
 

2. Recognizing that research questions may dictate which mode is most appropriate, that 
research may play an important role in reconciliation, and that communities may fall on a 
spectrum of interest in participating in or partnering on research, we value and support 
research that falls under the following three modes: 

o Indigenous-led: Initiated and led by Indigenous community-based researchers; 
developed, designed and produced by Indigenous communities or Indigenous 
researchers; respectful of community- and individually-specified intellectual 
property (e.g. OCAP) requirements. 

o Partnership-based: Initiated, led and supported by multiple partners; co-
developed, co-designed and co-produced. 

o Researcher-led: Initiated and led by researchers based in governments, 
academic institutions, non-profit organizations etc., supported by team members 
within or outside the lead organization; projects may be co-developed but not 
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necessarily co-designed or co-implemented; requires effective knowledge 
mobilization 
 

3. To the extent possible, based on the number, relevance and quality of applications 
received under each mode, we will strive to balance project funding among the three 
modes. Some criteria for evaluating applications will vary by mode, in recognition of the 
differences in approach and objectives of each form of research. More information on 
the characteristics of these research modes and the relevant criteria is available in the 
Info Sheet – Research Modes and from the Office of the Science Advisor. 
 

4. Collaborations and/or partnerships are encouraged, as appropriate to the mode of 
research, in order to maximize efficiencies and benefits of the research.  Respectful 
collaborations and partnerships require early and ongoing involvement, and meaningful 
reflection of the range of perspectives in project design and delivery.  
 

5. Where appropriate, research teams are encouraged to ensure that data are managed in 
accordance with the FAIR Guiding principles – that the data are Findable; Accessible; 
Interoperable and Reusable, to support future research and analysis.  This will be 
balanced against considerations of sensitivity or restrictions on data sharing (such as 
relevant protocols for respectfully working with Indigenous knowledge).  
 

6. Working with Indigenous and community-based partners requires understanding of and 
respect for local context and protocols in areas including (but not limited to) 
engagement of First Nation government representatives, citizens and knowledge 
holders, and ownership, management and communication of knowledge.  
 

7. Indigenous ways of knowing, doing and being are recognized as valid and important 
sources of knowledge.  Indigenous knowledge holders are recognized as Highly 
Qualified Personnel, whose expertise is required in working with Indigenous knowledge.  
Science and those who hold scientific expertise are not placed above Indigenous 
knowledge and knowledge holders, and it is acknowledged that each may play an 
important role within a project or across a range of projects.  
  

8. Intellectual property rights may be determined on a project-by-project basis, subject to 
Indigenous protocols, local legislation and organizational needs and concerns, in 
addition to the needs of the broader research and end-user community.  See also the 
separate Note on Intellectual Property. 
 

9. In addition to addressing Yukon’s COVID-19 recovery research needs, we prioritize 
research that supports the development of local scientific, research and monitoring 
capacity.  This may include opportunities for local students, or for developing research 
capacity among non-academic partners and individuals.   

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618
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