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Habitat Suitability Water Quality 

Objective1 

Sediment Discharge Standard for Mine Discharge 

 

Moderate-High <25 mg/L1 Compliance Level: <200 mg/L 

 

Moderate-Moderate <100 mg/L1 Design Target: 0.2 ml/L  
 

Action Level: 0.4 ml/L  
 

Compliance Level: 0.8 ml/L 
 

Moderate-Low <200 mg/L1 Design Target: 0.2 ml/L 
 

Action Level: 1.0 ml/L 
 

Compliance Level: 1.5 ml/L 
 

Low <300 mg/L1 Design Target: 0.2 ml/L 
 

Action Level: 1.0 ml/L 
 

Compliance Level: 2.0 ml/L 
 

Water Quality 

Zones 

 

Unnamed Creek East 

of Mickey Creek 

 

 

 

Downstream 

WQO mg/L1 

Consult Fisheries and Oceans Canada for guidance where you 

believe a natural barrier to fish exists 

 

Compliance Level: 2.5 ml/L 

 

Areas of Special 

Consideration 

 

Fortymile River 

(main stem) 

 

 

 

Clinton Creek  

(lower main stem) 

 

 

 

<100 mg/L1 

 

 

 

 

100 mg/L1 

To be determined by Fisheries and Oceans Canada if locations 

are identified other than those listed below 

 

Design Target: 0.2 ml/L  
 

Action Level: 0.4 ml/L  
 

Compliance Level: 0.8 ml/L 

 

Design Target: 0.2 ml/L  
 

Action Level: 0.4 ml/L  
 

Compliance Level: 0.8 ml/L 

 

 
1 The water quality objective is established for management and effectiveness monitoring purposes. The 

placer mine operator is not required to monitor or report on this objective for compliance purposes.  

 

General Notes Regarding Sediment Discharge Standards 

 The point at which the above-listed Sediment Discharge Standards for Mine discharge will be 

measured will be a point in the effluent flow immediately before it enters the natural stream flow. 
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General Notes Regarding Sediment Discharge Standards – continued 

 

 Sediment Discharge Standards for Mine discharge include all releases of effluent (both point and 

non-point sources) into the natural stream flow of a watercourse. 

 All effluent discharge levels are identified in excess of natural background concentrations at the 

time of sampling. 

 When the sediment discharge standard is a settleable solids standard (ml/l), measurement will 

either involve laboratory analysis, or utilizing an Imhoff cone. 

 When the sediment discharge standard is a suspended solids standard (mg/l), measurement will 

either involve laboratory analysis, or utilizing a portable digital turbidity/suspended solids 

correlation meter. 

 Samples collected for the purpose of determining compliance with the above-listed Sediment 

Discharge Standards for Mine discharge will be analysed via laboratory analysis. 

 
 


