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AdministrAtive Jurisdictions

Government of Yukon

Manages the majority of Yukon 
(public) land in the territory.

enerGY, mines And resources

Land Management  branch 
accepts applications to buy, lease 
and use public land. Administers 
Yukon government’s non-titled 
land registry. Develops planned 
subdivisions outside the City of 
Whitehorse.
Agriculture branch administers 
Yukon agriculture and grazing 
programs.
Land Planning branch manages 
local area plans, zoning regulations 
and subdivision requests (outside 
Whitehorse and Dawson City).
Forest Management branch 
administers timber permits and 
forestry planning.

communitY services

Community Infrastructure branch 
develops infrastructure projects 
throughout the Yukon.

Yukon first nAtions

Control their own Settlement Lands.

municipAlities

Administer lands, community plans 
and zoning bylaws within their 
jurisdictions.
Whitehorse and Dawson also control 
subdivision within their boundaries.

cAnAdA

Natural Resources Canada provides 
the survey system for Canada Lands 
(national parks, territories, offshore 
land, and Indian reserves).

One of a series of info sheets published by the  
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources

General info:  
www.emr.gov.yk.ca/lands/

Map viewer: 
http://mapservices.gov.yk.ca/ls/
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This info sheet explains the purpose 
and process for developing a local area 
plan.

What is a local area plan?
Local area planning is a type of 
land use planning that is done in 
unincorporated communities for 
private land and Yukon land.  It can 
also include First Nation Settlement 
Land if it is done jointly with First 
Nations.  Local area plans include 
policies and maps that designate 
different areas for different uses. They 
are usually developed with the help 
of a steering committee that includes 
residents from the area being 
planned. 
In comparison to regional land use 
plans, local area plans cover smaller 
areas, are more detailed and are 
intended to focus on rural settlement 
issues rather than regional level issues 
such as resource management. 

What is the difference between a 
local area plan (LAP) and an official 
community plan (OCP)?
An official community plan 
is a planning document that 
municipalities must prepare to guide 
land use and development within 
their boundaries, as required by the 
Municipal Act. 
A local area plan is a similar 
document that is prepared for areas 
outside of municipalities. There is 
no legislative requirement to do so. 
Unlike official community plans, local 
area plans are advisory documents 
that have no legislative authority 
apart from their relationship to 
the Subdivision Act regarding the 
minimum lot size etc. The policies 
arising from these plans can only be 
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enforced through area developmnent 
(zoning) regulations made pursuant 
to the Area Development Act. 

What are the benefits of local area 
planning?
Planning helps to define a 
community’s vision for the future 
and how it can move forward in 
that direction.  A local area plan 
provides guidelines and policies to 
minimize land use conflicts, and to 
make sure that future development 
and growth occurs in an orderly 
manner. It provides local residents 
with the opportunity to influence the 
decisions about the use of land in 
their community while ensuring that 
broader public interests are taken 
into consideration, such as those 
identified through government and 
First Nation policies and legislation. 

How does a local area plan relate 
to area development (zoning)
regulations, subdivision approvals 
and development permits?
The broad policies and land use 
designations specified in a local area 
plan are implemented through area 
development (zoning) regulations 
that provide more details on what 
can or cannot occur in each zone. 
Proposed developments must 
conform to the zoning and are 
permitted through development 
and building permits. The plan 
and zoning regulations also set out 
minimum lot sizes for each zone. The 
minimum lot size might determine 
whether or not a property may be 
subdivided. The Subdivision Act 
requires any subdivision proposal to 
conform to a local area plan and/or 
area development (zoning) regulation 
before approval can be granted.



contActs
Government of Yukon

www.gov.yk.ca
Toll free: 1-800-661-0408 + extension

enerGY, mines And resources
320-300 Main Street, Whitehorse
Land Management branch
Tel: (867) 667-5215
Fax: (867) 667-3214
land.disposition@gov.yk.ca
- land applications, developed lot sales
land.use@gov.yk.ca
- land use permits
Land Planning branch
Tel: (867) 667-3530
Fax: (867) 393-6340
land.planning@gov.yk.ca
- subdivision and zoning in rural Yukon

communitY services 
Building Safety
Tel: (867) 667-5741
Fax: (867) 393-6249
-building and construction permits 
  outside City of Whitehorse
Justice - Land Titles
Tel: (867) 667-5612
Fax: (867) 393-6358

Yukon HousinG corporAtion
Loans Administration
Tel: (867) 667-8114
Fax: (867) 667-3664
- lot financing, agreements-for-sale

environmentAl HeAltH services
Tel: (867) 667-8391
Fax: (867) 667-8322
- septic systems

otHer AGencies
citY of WHiteHorse
www.city.whitehorse.yk.ca
Planning Services
Tel: (867) 668-8335
Fax: (867) 668-8395
- development charges, planning, zoning
Building Inspection
Tel: (867) 668-8340
Fax: (867) 668-8395

citY of dAWson
www.cityofdawson.ca
Tel: (867) 993-7400
Fax: (867) 993-7434
- subdivision, planning and zoning

nrcAn-surveYor GenerAl

Tel: (867) 667-3950
Fax: (867) 393-6707
- legal survey maps, plans, approvals
Survey plans available at http://clss.nrcan.
gc.ca/plansearch-rechercheplan-eng.php 
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What is a local area planning 
process? 
Creating the plan involves a number 
of stages: 
1. preparing a background analysis; 
2. developing a vision for the 

community; 
3. presenting plan options; 
4. developing a preferred plan; and 
5. recommending the plan for 

approval to the Minister and, if 
the plan is prepared jointly with a 
First Nation, Chief and Council(s).

Where possible, Yukon government 
will partner with First Nations whose 
traditional territory includes the 
planning area. The boundary of the 
local area plan will be established 
and a steering committee will be 
appointed by the Minister and, where 
applicable, the respective Chief and 
Council(s). 

What does a steering committee 
do? 
The steering committee is usually 
made up of residents of the local area 
with equal representation from the 
nominees of Yukon government and 
affected First Nations. The committee 
works with planning staff from each 
government to develop terms of 
reference for the planning contract, 
and to select a planning consultant 
who will facilitate the development 
of the plan. The planning process  
involves consultation with all 
members of the community and 
other stakeholders. 

What is the content of a local area 
plan?
A local area plan should contain the 
following basic elements: 
•	 background information on the 

characteristics of the area; 
•	 analysis of the community’s 

anticipated needs; 
•	 land capability analysis; 
•	 the community’s vision and/or 

goals and objectives for the area; 
•	 land management policies to 

direct land use; 
•	 maps which designate general 

areas for certain land uses; 

•	 details surrounding plan 
implementation requirements; 
and 

•	 time frame for review/update of 
the plan. 

Who approves and amends a local 
area plan?
Local area plans are approved and 
amended by Yukon government for 
non-settlement land and by the FIrst 
Nations for Settlement Land where 
applicable. 
Local area plans are not static 
documents, and they should be 
reviewed every 5 to 10 years to ensure 
they reflect changing conditions 
and values in a community.  Local 
area plans may be amended from 
time to time to reflect changing 
land use demands and/or economic 
conditions. Plan amendments are 
subject to public consultation.

How can I get involved in local area 
planning?
You can get involved in a local area 
planning process by attending public 
meetings, completing surveys, and by 
providing input and suggestions to 
the steering committee. You may put 
your name forward for consideration 
to be on a steering committee. 

Which communities have local area 
plans?
Hamlet of Mt. Lorne (1995)
Deep Creek (2001)
Hamlet of Ibex Valley (2001) 
Hotsprings Road (2002) 
Golden Horn (2004)
West Dawson & Sunnydale (2013)
Carcross (2014) 
The communities of  Marsh Lake, 
Fox Lake and Tagish are expected to 
complete local area plans in the near 
future. 

For further information on local 
area planning, please contact Land 
Planning branch at:
Phone: (867) 667-3530
Toll free: 1-800-661-0408 ext 3530 
Fax: (867) 393-6340 
Email: land.planning@gov.yk.ca


