
 

The number of Red Foxes living in and 
around Whitehorse seems to be increasing.  
Foxes have adapted well to living in close 
proximity to people and have become part of 
the urban landscape.  

Many of the foxes in Whitehorse are highly  
habituated to people and may come very 
close to people, or come into contact with 
pets.  

There are public safety risks associated with 
highly habituated urban foxes; they can be  
carriers of disease-causing germs and  
parasites which can spread to pets and  
people. 

The Government of Yukon is working with  
the University of British Columbia to better  
understand the ecology of urban foxes in 
Whitehorse. This project will study the health 
and disease status of urban foxes. It will  
examine how foxes use the urban landscape 
and interact with people in the city. We will 
also explore management options that  
support peaceful and safe coexistence.  

1) To improve our understanding of  
pathogens found in urban foxes,  
particularly those which may be  
transmitted to people or pets and those 
that could affect Red Fox population 
health. This information can be used to 
inform management of urban Red Foxes 
and improve public health. 

To achieve a situation of peaceful  
coexistence, where foxes utilize urban and 
semi-urban areas in Whitehorse. feed on 
natural food sources, den in natural  
features (not man-made structures), and 
are wary/timid of people and do not  
approach humans. 



 

What can you do?  

 To help us get started,  
email or call us with the  
location of fox dens in your 
neighbourhood.  

 Contact us for more  
information about this  
project.  

Project methods 
1) Expanding health surveillance of urban Red Foxes to better understand presence and  

distribution of select pathogens in this population.  

2) Monitoring the urban Red Fox population through den counts to gain insight into baseline fox 
populations and understand how densities change over time.   

3) Use surveys and interview methods to better understand how Whitehorse residents interact 
with foxes and motivations for certain behaviours. 

4) Increasing public education efforts with a focus on how to coexist with foxes so that they  
remain part of natural urban ecology but only feed on natural food sources, den in natural  
features, and are wary/timid around people. 

5) Continuing to document human-wildlife conflict associated with foxes to better understand 
how conflict  relates to fox population monitoring and increasing public education.  

 


