
Presiding
Coroners

A coroner’s inquest is a judicial inquiry held to determine the cause
of a person’s death. Under the Coroners Act lawyers who have the
prescribed qualifications and Judges may now be appointed as a
presiding coroner in the case of an inquest. Due to the increasingly
adversarial nature of inquests, a lawyer or judge is believed to be
preferable to conduct inquests as extensive legal expertise may
be needed.

The chief coroner must appoint a person to be presiding coroner in the event
of an inquest. A presiding coroner has all of the powers and duties set out in
the Coroners Act as well of all the powers and duties of a coroner in common
law. In the event of an inquest, the chief coroner will select a presiding coroner
from a list compiled by the Minister of Justice. To be included in this list a
person must be:

• a judge within the meaning of the Territorial Court Act;

• a lawyer with the prescribed qualifications;

• a former chief coroner of the Yukon or persons who have served as a
coroner or medical examiner in the Yukon or another province for more
than 5 years.

Section 10 of the Act contains further details.

Minister’s List
of Presiding
Coroners

To be named to the Minister’s list of presiding coroners a lawyer must have
been a member in good standing of one or more provincial law societies for a
total of 10 years or more. All judges within the meaning of the Territorial Court
Act are eligible to be named to the list of presiding coroners. The regulation
can be found in Section 3 (2).

Experienced coroners, medical examiners and former chief coroners of the
Yukon may also be appointed as the presiding coroner of an inquest.

Experienced coroners and medical examiners are defined in the regulations
as a person who has served in a province for five or more years as a coroner
or a medical examiner. This allows additional flexibility in appointing
presiding coroners.
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